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A message from the Leadership Team
Dear Parents/Carers,

One week left and then it is half term. | think all the children and staff are ready for a break after a
long half term of working hard.

A few things to share this week.

Handy HelpersThis week the handy helpers met for the first time this year. We have planned out
some Christmas and New Year events including aumifiorm day and raffle, a Santa's Grotto and a
Valentine's disco. Have a look in the dates below for more info. For any parents/carers who are
unaware of the Handy Helpers, they are a group of parents/carers and friends of the school who
volunteer some time to organise events and raise funds to spend on the children.

Reception classesn exciting week for Reception as all our new furniture and resources for the
three classes arrived this week. We have inve$i&%l 000 in high quality resources to further
improved our EYFS. Once we are set up, we will invite parents in to have a look around.

Diary datescheck out the dates below for parent's evening and school photographer dates. This year,
the photographer will be in school from 8am to take sibling photographs. If you would like a
photograph of siblings, you will need to bring them in before school for this, otherwise it will just be
individual photographs. More info to follow closer to the date.

School Life Appyou should have received an email to login to the school life app. Please do this as
this is how you will book a parent's evening appointment.



Emergency procedures policy: In school it is important we prepare for all emergencies and each term
we rehearse a fire drill. The Department for Education also recommend that schools have lockdown
procedures in place. This is where there might be a threat to the children from an intruder or
something happening in the local area and the school needs to lockdown. Governors have recently
signed off our emergency procedure policy with our lockdown arrangements.

Should there be a threat to the children, the following will be in place:
w an alarm will be sounded.
w all external doors will be locked.
w No one will be allowed to enter the site during lockdown.
w Children and staff will hide under tables to be out of site.
w Staff will register children and communicate to the office.
Telephones will not be answered as lines kept clear to communicate with emergency services.

We hope that this procedure will never be needed in school but just as we do with a fire drill, we
want everyone to be fully prepared. From after half term, we will begin to rehearse lockdown drills.
To begin with we will do this when the children and staff know it is going to happen to get everyone
comfortable with the procedures and the alarm. We will always let parents/carers know when we
have rehearsed a lockdown drill so you know there is nothing to worry about.

Have a lovely weekend

Mr Watkins, Mr Hughes, Miss Beddoes, Miss Gregory

Starting primary school in September 2025

Benefits of applying online

w Email decision received by 2pm on day of offer




Why not apply for a place online?

If your child was born between 1 September 2020 and 31 August 2021 they will be due to start
primary school in September 2025.

YouMUSTcomplete an application form either online atww.dudley.gov.uk/admissionor by
completing an application form from your home local authoritylByJANUARY 2025rou can
include five school preferences on the application; there is nothing to gain by only putting one
preference.

Applications will be available frofhOctober 2024

w 1tQ quick and easy to use

w You can apply 24 hours a day, 7 days a week

w ThereQ no risk that your application will be lost in the post

w You will get email confirmation that your application has been received
w ItQ safe and secure

The online system will be available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week from 1 October 2024 until the
closing date for applications dib January 2025

Please noteEven if your child already attends a school nursery or has an older sibling at school, do
not assume that your child will automatically gain a place at that school. This is a common
misconception and often the biggest cause of disappointment for parents who believe otherwise.

For further information please contact Dudley School Admissions Servig@00n555 2345

Dudley ?%

Metropolitan Boroug|

one click . . . makes it quick

www.dudley.gov.uk/admissions
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Our goal for each week for attendance is 96% and above for every class.



At the end of this week our attendance for each year group is:

Reception attendance is 90.76%
Year 1 attendance is 90.30%
Year 2 attendance is 93.88%
Year 3 attendance is 95.73%
Year 4 attendance is 92.86%
Year 5 attendance is 91.56%

Year 6 attendance is 92.78%

Overall whole school attendance is 92.31%
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A message from Communications and Public Affairs

UKSPF People & Skills programme is providing thousands of opportunities for individuals to gain a
brighter future through upskilling and/or gaining employment.

No job? No benefits*? Need support?
We can help.
*Support is available for individuals in receipt of hea#ttated benefits

Upskilling/ development opportunities

e

Education opportunities

Routes into training and qualifications

e

Support in securing a job

>



The programme is designed to support people who are economically inactive, meaning those who
are without work and not in receipt of benefits, or those out of work but in receipt of certain health
related benefits. It's for adults aged 19 right up to retirement.

Do you know someone who could benefit from the programme? Contact the tea®i 384
8135670r emailUKSPFPS@dudley.gov.uk

For more information visitwww.dudley.gov.uk/uksppeople-skills
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UKSPF people & skills A5 V2

Nojob?Nobenefits*? Needsupport?

WE CAN HELP.

*Support is available for individuals in receipt of health-related benefits
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Upskilling/development opportu nities

Education Routes into training Supportin
opportunities and qualifications securing ajob



UKSPF People & Skills is providing thousands of opportunities for individuals aged 19+ to gain a
brighter future through upskilling and/or gaining employment.

Build your future in a way that is tailored to you, through:
w 1-2-1 support w Development opportunities

w Customised training w CoachingwApprenticeships

w Work placements w Selfemployment advic¥and more
Who are we and how can we help?

Through specialised services ranging from coaching to managed work placements, our work will
ultimately give you the best employability prospects for the future, benefiting you and the wider
communities. Taking those first steps

UKSPF People and Skills is in a unique position to have a wide range of influence with local employers
across the Dudley borough.

We can help you overcome the barriers to employment. We provide:
w a programme to support employability and skills
w a Key Worker/Mentor trained to support you throughout your journey

w advice and guidance, along with customised support tailored to you. We may even be able to help
with travel, childcare and equipment

w brokering between you and the opportunity you decide upon, making it simple for you to start



Contact us on 01384 813567, email UKSPFPS@dudley.gov.uk or visit www.dudley.gov.uk/ukspf
people-skills




Regards,
Communications & Public Affairs Team

Chief Executives Directorate

Polite Reminders

Just a
reminder...

Please can we remind all parents to park and drive safely around the school community. It is also
important that our gates are not blocked as this is preventing emergency access. We will shortly be
putting barriers out to prevent the gates from being blocked. Thank you you your support with this.

Can we also remind all parents/carers of our expectations for anyone who is on the school site
regarding the language we are using. As we have young children around, please do not use any
inappropriate language as we do not want children overhearing this and using it on the playground.
Many thanks for your understanding.

Dates for your Diary

Friday 18th October: Year 4 Theatre trip

Thursday 24th Octoberdpm- School Tours for Reception class 2025



Friday 25th Octobe:40am Year 2 Diwali AssemblYear 2 parents/carers to go to the main hall.

Monday 28th October: Half Term

Monday 4th November: INSET dagchool closed for pupils

Tuesday 5th November: Pupils return to school

Monday 11th NovembeRemembrance Parad&chool Council. Taking place in Gornal Village
parents/carers welcome to attend.

Tuesday 12th NovembeB:30pm-6pm- Parent's evening

Wednesday 13th NovembeB:30pm-6pm- Parent's evening

Thursday 28th NovembeiSchool photographerindividual photos (sibling photos taken before
school)

Friday 29th NovembeiNon-uniform day bring an item for the raffle (more details to followklandy
helpers event

Friday 13th Decembe€Christmas Jumper Day and Santa's Grotto (more details to follbavidy
Helpers event

Thursday 5th Decembeb:30pm Music Recital

Wednesday 18th DecembeXursery Carol Servieé1:30am and 3pmParents/carers to go to
Nursery during the session your child attends.

Wednesday 18th DecembeReception Nativity Performane®:30am and 2pmThis will be in the
main hall. More information to follow regarding tickets.



Thursday 19th DecembeYear 1 and Year 2 Nativity Performan@s0am and 2pmThis will be in
the main hall. More information to follow regarding tickets.

Friday 7th Februarywalentine's DiscdHandy Helpers event
After School Clubs

SCQQL. CLUBS

Our extracurricular clubs this half term are as follows:

2

it

Monday - Year 3 and 4 Dodgeball run by Ace Coaching Club (3.30/a®pm)
Monday - Year 4, 5 and 6 Recorders (3.30p#15pm)

Tuesday Year 6 Commando Joe's (8.00a&45am)

Tuesday Year 4, 5 and 6 Choir (3.30p=h.15pm)

Tuesday Year 3 Commando Joe's (3.30ph30pm)

Wednesday Year 1 and 2 Multi Sports run by Ace Coaching Club (3.30@08pm)
Thursday Year 6 Tag Rugby Club (3.30pf30pm)

Thursday KS2 Orchestra (3.30pm.15pm)



Reading at Roberts!

Spooky season is soon upon us and this week's book selection is sure to get you into the Halloween
spirit! We think these books will cause fright and delight in equal measure!

Scroll on for a frighteningly good selection of books for children of all ages as well asup®who
have secretly never grown up!




WINNER OFTHETIMES, CHILDREN’S

FICTION COMPETITION 2016
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‘A funny and (bone) cracking good read’ MICHELLE HARRISON
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‘Funny, anarchie and
gloriously silly’
RICHARD OSMAN

Bestselling COMEDY adventure from

NADIA SHIREEN



It's FUNNY, it's SCARY, it’s magnificently MYSTERIOUS!

MA ILORY VAYLE

AND THE —,

MARTIN HOWARD
Inside illustrations by Pete Williamson

LAURA ELLEN ANDERSON
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HOLLY SWAIN

Class Information
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1 - Nursery- Important Information

This week the children have really impressed us. We have been sitting down and learning phonics
every day and the children are really doing well. Information on this will be sent out each week of
the games we have taught and the phoneme (sound) we are concentrating on for this via Teams, but



put simply the children will be learning to recognise initial sounds for words, and also start to listen
and understand sound talk (sounding out a word like s...u...n sun).

w The Nursery rhyme we have been learning this week is '‘Row, row your boat'. With this in
mind we have been building boats from the building blocks, although a lot of them did end
up turning into a car track or an obstacle course after! We practiced printing using shapes to
try and create a boat too.

w A lot of the children have enjoyed working on refining their fine motor skills by placing
cheerios' on to a spaghetti to stack them as high as they can.

w We have also introduced parachute games by throwing a bean bag up high and try and keep
it on the parachute as long as possible. This was good gross motor work.

w And considering it has rained for a large proportion of the week, we decided to make a den
inside this week. As you can see from the picture, the children loved it.







What a busy week we have had!

As mentioned, it has been a very exciting time for Reception as our 'Early Excellence' Continuous

Provision furniture and resources have arrived. Throughout the week we have started to set up our
new classrooms. Take a sneak peek below!



